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Recognition of Existing Ngos as organisations Cited in IHL Treaties
This section examines if, after the adoption of the 1949 Geneva Conventions and 1977 Additional Protocols, States recognised certain NGOs (like MSF) as the organisations cited in IHL treaties. Subsequent practise is useful to interpret the provisions of a treaty,5 provided it is consistent, and is common to, or accepted by, all of the parties. 6 The views of the academic literature and the NGOs themselves, although not constitutive in terms of treaty interpretation, are considered as an additional indication, as they can influence the opinio juris of States.
1.1
NGOs as "Impartial Humanitarian Bodies/Organisations" Numerous NGOs argue that they are "impartial humanitarian bodies,"7 or "impartial humanitarian organisations."8 For example, the organisation Geneva Call defines itself as "an international humanitarian organisation"9 and argues that it respects the principles of impartiality and neutrality.10 Geneva Call has also argued that it is an "impartial humanitarian body" according to Article 3 common of the Geneva Conventions.11 Mines Advisory Group declares itself to be "a neutral and impartial humanitarian organisation clearing the remnants of conflict."12 Action contre la faim states in its Charter that it is "a neutral, impartial, independent, non-political, non-religious, and non-profit international humanitarian organisation."13 Médecins sans Frontières also considers itself to be "an impartial humanitarian body."14 Likewise, the organisation
